Message

From: Hannon, ED {AS) [Edward.Hannon@ngc.com]

Sent: 1/25/2016 8:12:19 PM

To: Garbarini, Doug [Garbarini.Doug@epa.gov]; Mannino, Pietro [Mannino.Pietro@epa.gov]
Subject: RE: EXT :This morning at 11 am - Senator Schumer's media advisory

Yes. See below.

NG is receiving inquiries from media and press.

SCHUMER: AS TOXIC PLUMES CONTINUE TO SPREAD ON L,
SENATOR DEMANDS NAVY & NORTHROP GRUMMAN STOP
STONEWALLING AND PROVIDE DRINKING WATER DATATO
AFFECTED LI WATER DISTRICTS; NAVY, NORTHROP GRUMMAN
DRAGGING FEET ON ALLOWING WATER DISTRICTS ACCESS
TO KEY DATA FROM MONITORING WELLS; SCHUMER URGES NO
MORE DELAY

Local Water Districts Want to Test Contaminated Water Recently Found
at a Nearby Superfund Site; Contaminant Represents The
Same Toxic Chemicals Found in the Bethpage Plume

Navy & Northrop Grumman Continue to Make Things Difficult for LI
Water Districts By Requiring Permission To Test Wells Affected by Plume

Schumer: Stop Stonewalling and Start Sharing Data on Potentially
Drinking Water Contamination; Cooperation Is Essential To Protect
Drinking Water
U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer today called on the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman to immediately share data from

their monitoring wells with all affected Long Island Water Districts. Schumer is urging the Navy and Northrop Grumman
to work closely with these water districts in order to define the reach of the plume and to remediate it.

In November, the Massapequa Water District requested access to the wells in order to perform an isotope analysis on

water from the Superfund site in Bethpage. The Water District wanted to test whether the contaminated water had the
same chemical composition as the water in the monitoring wells. As of December, the Navy and Northrop Grumman were
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still reviewing the Water District’s request. Schumer said that the Massapequa Water District should be allowed to access
this data, especially because the plume is slowly making its way towards Massapequa.

Schumer today called for more transparency and information sharing between the U.S. Navy, Northrop Grumman and all
Woater Districts affected by the plume. Schumer explained that the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman are responsible for
providing the resources needed to proactively manage the plume before it spreads to additional drinking wells.

“The U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman must stop stonewalling and start sharing when it comes to information about
potentially carcinogenic chemicals like TCE that show up in nearby monitoring wells and potentially threaten Long
Islanders’ precious drinking water supply. They must be more forthcoming when it comes to information needed to help
remediate the Bethpage plume and they need to be more proactive in cleaning up the mess they made” said Senator
Schumer. “Once again, the Navy and Northrop Grumman have made things even more difficult for the Long Island Water
Districts and ratepayers. Every day they fail to promptly share critical information is another day when this plume could
creep closer to drinking water supplies. These impacted communities need and deserve timely information about the
extent and content of the plume, and they need the Navy and Northrup Grumman to do more to remediate this toxic
threat.”

At the press conference Assemblyman Joseph Saladino said, “It is obvious that the foot-dragging is an attempt by the
responsible parties to stall the cleanup process and avoid the financial responsibility of removing the plume. Each day this
plume moves, increasing in size and contaminating uncontaminated portions of our precious and finite water
supply. During WWII and through the Vietham War, Long Islanders were there for our American government and the
protection of our country’s freedom. It’s about time that the Navy, Grumman and our nation are here for us. Clean water
is too precious for this stalling. Turn over the data, clean up the plume once and for all and do it now!”

“The responsible parties continue to show a lack of urgency in remediating and preventing additional impacts to public
supply wells. In the Navy and Grumman response letters to Massapequa Water Districts CSIA sampling request, they
continue to deflect responsibility and place an added financial burden on the water suppliers and tax payers,” said
Massapequa Water Commissioner Raymond Averna.

There are at least two plumes within the Bethpage community caused by the U.S. Navy’s decades-long operation of a
Naval Weapons Production Facility. While there have been efforts to mitigate the effects of the plume, these efforts have
continued to fall short, said Schumer. Specifically, elevated levels of a potential carcinogen, trichloroethylene (TCE), an
industrial solvent used at the former defense plant, was found in the area. Just recently, the Massapequa Water District
requested data from the monitoring wells in an effort to protect the drinking water for the community they serve. But it
has taken months for the Navy to review this request. Schumer said that all affected water districts should be granted
access to data from these monitoring wells to help manage and prevent the spread of the plume. Senator Schumer was
joined by New York State Assemblyman Joseph Saladino, who has consistently championed the issue of protecting ground
water from the plume and passed legislation forcing the NYS DEC to prepare the data needed to effectively contain and
clean up these dangerous chemicals.

The U.S. Navy operated a Naval Weapons Production Facility for decades beginning in the 1930’s , which has resulted in
at least 2 plumes containing chemicals classified as carcinogens. Since 1976, when contamination concerns were first
identified, the plume has spread and is currently threatening over 20 additional public drinking wells that serve over
250,000 Nassau County residents in Bethpage, Levittown, Massapequa, South Farmingdale and Wantagh.

There are at least two plumes currently within the Bethpage community, and contaminants were detected in five of the
eight wells operated by Bethpage Water District. The first plume originated from the Grumman Aerospace Corporation
and Navy manufacturing facilities, and the smaller plume is associated with the Bethpage Community Park where
Grumman and the Navy disposed of wastes. The Bethpage Water District currently has 8,800 customers. Hot spots were
recently discovered between Bethpage Water District Plant 6 and the GM 75 hotspot. Elevated levels of a potential
carcinogen, trichloroethylene (TCE), were found in the groundwater 1,700 feet away from a Bethpage drinking water well.
TCE is an industrial solvent and was used at the former defense plant in Bethpage, which was operated by Northrop
Grumman and the U.S. Navy.
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From: Garbarini, Doug [mailto:Garbarini.Doug@epa.gov]

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 3:11 PM

To: Hannon, ED (AS); Mannino, Pietro

Subject: RE: EXT :This morning at 11 am - Senator Schumer's media advisory

Hi Ed
Our congressional folks have not heard anything from Sen. Schumer's office.
Do you know if this event occurred today?

As an fyl, the sampling is an agenda topic for our meeting last week; Stan indicated via email last week that he was ok
with this being on the agenda. He is doing follow up on the correspondence he received from you and Lora.

From: Hannon, ED (AS) [mailto:Edward. Hannon@ngc.com]

Sent: Monday, January 25, 2016 8:20 AM

To: Garbarini, Doug <Garbarini.Doug@epa.gov>; Mannino, Pietro <Manninc.Pietro@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: EXT :This morning at 11 am - Senator Schumer's media advisory

Importance: High

Senator Schumer plans a press release this morning. See below,
Obviously he continues to he miss-informed.
Does EPA public relations have a ling into the Senators office so he can be correctly informed?

Ed

Subject: EXT :This morning at 11 am - Senator Schumer's media advisory

OR PLANNING PURPOSES:
January 25, 2016

SCHUMER: AS TOXIC PLUMES CONTINUE TO
SPREAD ON LIa SENAT MANDS NAVY &
| RUI ' DRINKING WATER

ISTRICTS; NAV?

E@ SCHUMER
URGES NO MORE DELAY
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Massapequa Water District Wants to Test Whether Contaminated Water
Recently Found at a Nearby Superfund Site; Contaminant Represents The
Same Toxic Chemicals Found in the Bethpage Plume

Navy & Northrop Grumman Continue to Make Things Difficult for LI
Water Districts That Require Permission To Test Wells Affected by Plume

Schumer: Cooperation Is Essential To Protecting Drinking Water &
Ensuring Crystal-Clear Info Sharing

TODAY:; JANUARY 25th At 11:00AM , standing at the Massapequa water district pump station, U.S. Senator
Charles E. Schumer will call on the U.S. Navy and Northrop Grumman to share data from their monitoring wells
with all affected Long Island Water Districts, and to do so sooner rather than later. Schumer will urge the Navy
and Northrop Grumman to work closely with these water districts in order to remediate the plume. There are at
least two plumes within the Bethpage community that are a result of the U.S. Navy’s 1930's operation of a Naval
Weapons Production Facility. Schumer will point out that elevated levels of a potential carcinogen,
trichloroethylene (TCE), an industrial solvent used at the former defense plant, was found in the area. Schumer
will say each and every affected Water District should be granted access to these monitoring wells in order to
help manage and prevent the spread of the plume.

Schumer will be joined by LI water district officials as he makes this important push.

WHEN: TODAY; January 25™ AT 11:00AM
PLACE: MASSAPEQUA WATER DISTRICT PUMP STATION; LOCATED

ALONG SUNRISE HIGHWAY

(North side of Sunrise Highway, 1/4 mile west of Hicksville Rd in Massapequa. Its opposite the
Chase Bank and looks like an I-Hop)
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